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ACTION AF-08 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 PER-03 CU-04 AID-05 NEA-10 USIA-15 
PRS-01 /047W 

141754Z 025748/43 

P 141615Z MAR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY NOUAKCHOTT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 7120 

UNCLAS NOUAKCHOTT 0518 

FOR AF/P - GAY; ALSO FOR AF/EX, AE/W AND VISITING CDO KLEIN 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: AFSP, OGEN, AGS 

SUBJECT: SUMMER INTERN PROGRAM 

REF: (A) 76 STATE 277385, (B) STATE 9643 

1. DESPITE KEEN AWARENESS OF OUTSTANDING SUCCESS OF EASUM- 
INSPIRED STATE OVERSEAS SUMMER INTERN PROGRAM, I CONCLUDED 
AFTER REFLECTING ON TELEGRAMS ANNOUNCING 1977 PROGRAM THAT US 
MISSION TO MAURITANIA DID NOT RPT NOT HAVE MANPOWER RESOURCES 
TO PLAN AND MOUNT MEANINGFUL INTERN PROGRAM FOR COMING SUMMER. 

2. HOWEVER, GROWING REALIZATION OF ACUTE SUMMER MANPOWER SHORTAGE 
(CONTINUED SLIPPAGE IN AID TEAM ARRIVALS PLUS PROJECTED STATE 
TRANSFERS) AND FORTUITOUS ARRIVAL OF LETTER FROM DIRECTOR OF 
PRINCETON'S WOODROW WILSON SCHOOL (SPIA) GRADUATE INTERN PRO- 
GRAM COMBINED TO SUGGEST THAT NEEDS OF MISSION AND NEEDS OF 
DEPARTMENT AND OF GRADUATE SCHOOLS SUCH AS PRINCETON MIGHT 

BE JUXTAPOSED AND AN INTERN PROGRAM MIGHT BE DEVISED TO 
MEET THESE COMBINED NEEDS. I ACCORDINGLY ASKED CDO-MAURI- 
TANIANARRLCSV REEXAMINE HIS SUMMER MANPOWER NEEDS; TO 
REVIEW RESUMES OF FIVE PARTICULARLY TALENTED AND EXPERIENCED 
(AND FRENCH-LANGUAGE QUALIFIED) MA DEGREE CANDIDATES/PROSPEC- 
TIVE INTERNS WHICH SPIA'S JUNIUS BLEIMAN PROVIDED; AND TO DE- 
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TERMINE WHETHER POST/DBHARTMENT/SCHOOL NEEDS COULD BE MET BY 
INTERN PROGRAM IN NOUAKCHOTT. 

3. KLEIN WAS PARTICULARLY IMPRESSED WITH BACKGROUND AND 
EXPERIENCE OF ONE OF SPIA STUDENTS WHO IS UNUSUALLY WELL 
QUALIFIED TO CARRY OUT SPECIFIC PROJECT WHICH WAS TO BE 
BEGUN THIS MONTH BY AID I.D.I. WHO IS NOW NOT ARRIVING UNTIL 
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LATE SUMMER AND WHICH REST OE HIS LIMITED STAEF CANNOT AD- 
DRESS. INTERN PROJECT WOULD BE DIRECTLY SUPERVISED BY 
CDO; END PRODUCT WOULD BE OE SIGNIEICANT VALUE TO 
ENTIRE US MISSION STAEF AND ITS OPERATIONS. I WOULD PLAN 
TO TAKE A PERSONAL INTEREST IN PROGRESS OE PROJECT AND 
END PRODUCT. CDO IS EXPERIENCED PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPER, 

WITH WIDE VARIETY OF EXPERIENCE IN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
IN FOUR ECONOMIES, WHERE HE WAS POSTED IN THE PAST, 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADVISE TO THE US MISSION TO THE 
UN, AS AID LIASON WITH DOD, STATE AND OTHER AGENCIES 
ON MILITARY AID MATTERS AND RELATED SUBJECTS AND WITH 
A KEEN UNDERSTANDING OE THE POLICIES OE FOREIGN AID. 

4. PROPOSED INTERN PROJECT IS DEVELOPMENT OE A STATIS- 
TICAL AND DESCRIPTIVE PROEILE OE NOUAKCHOTT AND MAURIT- 
TANIA. AT PRESENT THERE IS ONLY A LIMITED DATA BASE 
UPON WHICH AID AND OTHER AGENCIES CAN DRAW IN DEVELOP- 
ING PROGRAMS AND DESIGNING PROJECTS. WE NEED A BASIC 
ECONOMIC AND SOCIOLOGICAL OVERVIEW OF MAURITANIA AND 
ITS DEVELOPMENT EEEORT EOR OUR OWN WORK AND TO BRIEF 
THE MULTITUDE OE TDY PROJECT DESIGNERS AND VISITING US 
AND MULTILATERAL TEAMS WHO ARE INVOLVED IN IN-DEPTH 
STUDIES OF WIDE VARIETY OF DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS IN MAURITANIA. 
END PRODUCT WOULD BE A PUBLICATION OP CON- 
SIDERABLE LENGTH AND DETAIL WHICH WOULD SUBSEQUENTLY BE 
UPDATED ON REGULAR BASIS. USE OF THIS PUBLICATION WOULD 
SAVE INNUMERABLE MANHOURS OF WORK AND ASSURE CONSISTENCY 
IN REPORTING AS WEEL AS ASSURE MORE PROPESSIONAL ANALYSES 
ON PART OP ALL AGENCIES. THERE WOULD BE OPPORTUNITY EOR 
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OCCASIONAL TRAVEL AND WIDE VARIETY OF CONTACTS TO DEVE- 
LOP INFORMATION SINCE INTERN WOULD WORK DIRECTLY WITH 
AID, EMBASSY STAFP AND TDY CONSULTANTS WHO ARE INVOLVED 
IN SPECIPIC PROJECTS. AID HAS ALREADY HIRED A LOCAL 
STATISTICIAN TO ASSIST IN EVALUATION DATA. 

4. WE WOULD BE MOST INTERESTED IN SEEING THIS PROJECT 
COMPLETED AND WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR EVALUATION OP THIS 
PROPOSED PROJECT EOR SUSAN GOLDMARK. MISS GOLDMARK IS 
ELUENT IN FRENCH; SHE WROTE ON SOCIO-ECONOMIC PROBLEMS 
WHILE A FREELANCE JOURNALIST IN BANGLADESH, INDIA AND 
SAUDI ARABIA AND AS A THOMAS J. WATSON FELLOW PROM 
9/75-8/76 CONDUCTED AN ORAL HISTORY PROJECT ON THE 
BANGLADESH WAR IN PAKISTAN, INDIA AND BANGLADESH WHILE 
A PREELANCE JOURNALIST AND STRINGER EOR THE CHICAGO 
DAILY NEWS IN MIDDLE EAST. COMBINATION OF LANGUAGE 
CAPABILITY PLUS EXPERIENCE IN MUSLIM WORLD IN JOURNAL- 
ISTIC RESEARCH AND WRITING PROVIDES ESSENTIAL BASE 
PROM WHICH INTERN COULD CONDUCT PROJECT IN MAURITANIA. 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


AS AF AWARE, MAURITANIA IS A DIFFICULT WORK ENVIRONMENT, 

BUT ONE WHICH COULD PROVIDE UNIQUE, REWARDING EXPERIENCE 
TO AN INTERN WITH APPROPRIATE BACKGROUND AND UNDERSTANDING. 
OTHER CTES WITH SIMILAR MIX OF COMPETENCE, LANGUAGE 
AND EXPERIENCE QUALIFICATIONS TO GOLDMARK WOULD, OF 
COURSE, BE CONSIDERED. 

5. WE WOULD PROVIDE HOUSING AND RELATED SUPPORT FOR IN- 
TERN AND PROJECT COULD BE SCHEDULED TO CONEORM TO AVAILA- 
BILITY OE INTERN. 

6. ON THIS CONTENTION WE WOULD SEEK OUT VISITING CDO KLEIN FOR ANY 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION WHICH MAY BE NEEDED (KLEIN WILL 

BE IN WASHINGTON EOR REMAINDER OF WEEK) AND TELEPHONE 
MR. BLEIMAN TO INDICATE OUR INTEREST IN HIS COMMUNICATION 
AND PROPOSAL. 

HANDYSIDE 
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